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Dear members of the Finance Committee,
Thank you for your support of the Osceola/South Mississippi County Chamber
of Commerce in 2014. Your contribution has been a paramount factor in our
success this past year, and for that, we are grateful. We would like to ask for your
continued support this year.
In this report, you will see highlights of the past year, including Chamber progress,
special events, notable happenings, and ways in which we have worked to improve
awareness and support of local businesses and, as a result, the community.
Our all-volunteer Board of Directors is comprised of 22 business and community
leaders of Osceola and South Mississippi County whose unwavering dedication
and guidance ensures the positive and productive growth of our organization.
This diverse governing body ensures that any revenue, including your contribution,
is utilized with great fiscal responsibility to help us better serve our members and
the community.
Again, we thank you for your investment in our organization and appreciate your
consideration for continued support in 2015.

Sincerely,

Ammi Tucker
Executive Director

In 2014, we worked to raise awareness of our members and the benefits of buying
local. Two ways in which we did this was through our Chamber Cheques gift
certificate program and our Holiday Shopping Passports promotion.
Our Chamber Cheques program was launched in March and to date has ensured
that over $5,000 will stay with local businesses. Many employers have used these as
a way to reward employees or to give as gifts for birthdays, holidays, and other
special occasions. As a residual benefit, several of our members have generated
extra revenue from the program in excess of their annual dues, essentially having
the membership pay for itself.
The Holiday Shopping Passports kicked off on Small Business Saturday and will
run through the Friday before Christmas, and are designed to incentivize local
shoppers to support area businesses through the holiday season. We have taken to
social media to promote the program through publicity shots featuring several
small businesses.
Both programs are available at no cost to participating members or shoppers, and
were created with the intention of helping retain local shopping dollars, stimulating
our local economy, and giving a
tangible benefit that our members
could feel where it matters most…
in their cash registers.

The most visible happening of the Chamber for 2014 was the renovation of the
Harold Ohlendorf Civic Center, which
was repainted in April. In October, we
took our updates further and renovated
the front offices to help reflect our
mission and ultimate goal of positive
forward progress as an organization and
for the area. By year’s end, we will begin
the process of updating the restrooms in
the Civic Center to make the facility more
attractive for Chamber and private events.
One of the events regularly held in our facility are our revived regular member
luncheon, which are held quarterly. We strive to provide informative speakers and
topics that were of interest to the local business
community, which this year ranged from the
prospect for nationally promoted bike trails to
statewide legislative issues and from city outlooks
to county-wide community development projects.
We helped promote our area and what was
happening through increased usage of our social
media accounts and email newsletter, as well as our information packets. In
addition to providing them to new utility customers through Osceola Light and
Power, we also created large batches at the request for new
industrial employers, local school districts for teachers and
families, and for regional sports events held in our area.
Our Young Professionals Network grew, and
we have a great base group of young people
on which to build in 2015. The group
volunteered at local elementary schools, and
will make a good core of prime candidates
for our leadership class when it returns.

Our Annual Administrative Professionals
Day Luncheon was a great success, with
over 100 local support staff from many
businesses and industries coming together
for a fun lunch with prizes and the spring
hat competition, and lots of laughs from
speaker Trey Stafford.
The Arkansas Scholars program, started in 1999, is still going
strong, and we had an impressive group of 34 seniors this
year from
both Osceola and Rivercrest High
Schools. The program recognizes
students that maintain good
attendance while earning good
grades with specific course
requirements to prepare them to
be contributing members of the
workforce and community.
And finally, the annual meeting and banquet. Once again, the response of our
members and the community was overwhelming and has us bursting at the seams.
We sold out very quickly and, due to a lengthy waiting list, we added additional
seating in the Gallery to accommodate as many as we could possibly fit.

2014 Budget—Actual*
*includes projected for December

2014 Balance Sheet as of October 31
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash - Checking
Cash - Southbank CD
Total Current Assets
RESTRICTED CASH
Cash - Admin Prof Day
Cash - Chamber Cheques
Total Restricted Cash
FIXED ASSETS
Furn., Equip., Real Estate
Accumulated Depreciation
Net Fixed Assets

345,266.84
(286,229.55)
59,037.29

TOTAL ASSETS

$ 73,447.53

$ 4,263.39
2,521.97
6,785.36
3,451.72
4,173.16
7,625.88

LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Payroll Taxes - Federal
Payroll Taxes - State
Unearned Income
Total Current Liabilities
LONG-TERM LIABILITIES
Note Payable - FNBEA
TOTAL LIABILITIES

$

777.32
64.86
842.18
6,712.73

Dues
Facility Rental
Internet & Tech Revenue
Banquet
Member Lunches
Trivia
Fundraising & Other
Total Receipts

$ 79,808
7,565
0
4,710
1966
780
2,483

Salaries
Payroll Taxes
Utilities & Telephone
Insurance Bond/Building
Ads and Marketing
Building Maintenance
Building Note Payment
Office Expenses
Banquet
Member Lunches
Trivia
Fundraising & Other
Miscellaneous
Total Disbursements

$ 46,673
4,638
7,489
3,799
1,400
6,041
3,060
10,714
3,250
1,942
273
1,070
0

$ 97,312

$ 90,349

$ 7,554.91
NET INCOME

$

6,963

NET ASSETS
General
Admin Prof
Big Catch
Chamber Cheques
Net Income (Loss)
Total Net Assets

$ 42,375.11
3,451.72
0.01
4,173.16
15,892.62
$ 65,892.62

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND
NET ASSETS

$ 73,447.53

2014 Membership Details
Members as of 1/1/14
Voting Members as of 1/1/14
New/Rejoining Members
Revenue Gained
Dropped Members
Revenue Lost
Members as of 11/30/14
Voting Members as of 11/30/14

210
822
32
$4,680
23
($2,232)
223
869

2015 Budget—Projected
Dues
Facility Rental
Internet & Tech Revenue
Banquet
Member Lunches
Trivia
Total Receipts

$ 78,750
7,800
500
4,000
2,000
1,200

Salaries
Payroll Taxes
Utilities & Telephone
Insurance Bond/Building
Ads and Marketing
Building Maintenance
Building Note Payment
Office Expenses
Banquet
Member Lunches
Trivia
Miscellaneous
Total Disbursements

$ 49,325
4,900
4,640
3,800
2,400
8,600
2,400
10,550
3,000
2000
800
1,835

NET INCOME

$ 92,450

$ 92,450
$

-

This year, we want to continue enriching membership by increasing benefits and
opportunities to become involved. In addition to maintaining our programs and
standing events, we look to revive our industrial forums and begin work in
re-establishing a leadership academy to help cultivate the next generation of
community, civic, and business leaders.
We are scheduled to host more workshops in partnership with the ASU Small
Business and Technology Development Center in the first quarter of the year
regarding many facets of starting a small business, from creating a business plan to
detailed marketing research. This will hopefully help spark commerce through the
creation of new entrepreneurs or strengthening of existing local businesses.
Thank you again for your support and consideration. We are proud to serve
Osceola and South Mississippi County, Arkansas, and look forward to helping our
area grow, thrive, and prosper.
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